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  The Melbourne Hamfest gets smaller and smaller each year.  This year the tailgaters were packing 
up and leaving around noon.  I think that is an indication that sales were slow.  The crowds are 
shrinking every year.  Our own tables were barely used.  We as a club need to determine if we want 
to participate in this activity in the future.  The club has supported the Melbourne Hamfest for years 
but our own interest seems to be waning.  I believe that cell phones have doomed the hobby. 

  My vacation to Colorado was great.  I got to visit with my daughters and enjoy the wonderful Mexi-
can food that is available in the area.  We went to a chili and frijoles festival and I probably ate 10 
pounds of chilies.  I also helped my daughter get an antenna for her home.  She lives far out in a val-
ley in the mountains and access to a repeater is marginal.  She was trying to use a rubber ducky 
and it did not work indoors.  Even with an outdoor antenna it is marginal.  A higher power mobile 
with a power supply is in order.  It was very refreshing to see someone with enthusiasm and excite-
ment to get on the air and communicate.  It did give me the idea that the hobby is not totally dead.  
Let’s hope that there are more beginners like her out there. 

  This month is the big “bring a dish” eating club meeting so, with the dish bring an appetite and be 
ready for some great food and friendly conversation. 

See you there. 

  Don Spade—AD1S 



The August 27th meeting was called to order, 
the pledge of allegiance recited, and a moment 
of silence observed.  Introductions were given. 
 
Old Business: 

Minutes approved – for 7/22/08 meeting. 
 
New Business: 

Repeater is up and running. 
Sherry (KU4ZO) reported that the police do 

not require a background check to be done 
for volunteer service during a hurricane.  
Sherry, Jan (W4REN), and Ed (KG4KVO) 
volunteered for a few hours and then were 
released to return home during Hurricane 
Faye. 

The echo link should be up shortly – Gary 
(W4RBI) has plans to put it back up. 

CQ100 which is a HF band is $32.00 per year 
when you sign up.  It works like a real trans-
ceiver but you need a mike. 

Bob (K4WSJ) - Has three solar panels for the 
repeater.  

Shelby, North Carolina Hamfest is this week-
end - Labor Day.  They have camping, etc. 

It would be a good thing to take a picture of 
the “Go Packs”.  Don to get with Sergeant 
Richardson to come and speak and organ-
ize a Saturday field day at Titusville Police 
Department. 

Grandparents Day at Dixie Crossroads runs 
from Labor Day to Sunday. 

Sherry will have tickets for the Melbourne 
Hamfest. 

Sherry brought three possible menu options for 
our Christmas Party before the members to 
be voted on.  We will have a choice of 1 doz. 
Small Shrimp, 1 doz. Rock Shrimp, 8 oz. 
Prime Rib, Tilapia, Mahi Mahi, or Chicken 
Breast.  A fresh garden salad, baked potato, 
corn fritters, and coffee/tea/soft drink with 
Boston Cream Pie was the choice that was 
selected.  The cost will be $17.99 for each 
meal and we will be celebrating the year at 
Dixie Crossroads on December 5th this year.   

Frank (KI4NKA) won the 50/50. 
Charlie (KJ4CLB) and Joan (KI4SXU) are in-

terested in attending the training classes that 
are being held at the Titusville Library at 6:00 
pm on Monday. 

All members were asked to bring comments to 
the next meeting regarding putting together a 
communications trailer.  $1900.00 would be 
the cost for a 6x12 trailer that has an air con-
ditioner that works and a 90 day free trial. 

The Vice President will preside over the Sep-
tember meeting since Don will be out of town. 

 
The meeting was adjourned to the food table.� 
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Gary W4RBI 
 will buy your clean good working unwanted 

radios.  They can be any make or style.   

�������
E9H01 - What is the effective radiated power of a re-
peater station with 150 watt transmitter power output,  
2-dB feed line loss, 2.2-dB duplexer loss and 7-dB  
antenna gain? 

A.  1977 watts  B.  78.7 watts  C.  420 watts  D. 286 
watts 

E9H04 - What term describes station output (including 
the transmitter, antenna and everything in between), 
when considering transmitter power and systems gains 
and losses? 

A. Power factor  B. Half power band width 
C.  Effective radiated power  D. Apparent power 

E9H07 - Why is an RF attenuator desirable in a re-
ceiver used for direction finding? 

A. It narrows the bandwidth of the received signal 
B. It eliminates the effects of isotropic radiation 
C. It reduces the loss of received signals caused by 

antenna pattern nulls 
D. It prevents receiver overload from extremely 

strong signals 
E9H12 - What is an advantage of using a shielded loop 
antenna for direction finding? 

A. It automatically cancels ignition noise pickup  in 
mobile installations 

B. It is electro-statically balanced against ground, 
giving better nulls 

C. It eliminates tracking errors  caused by strong out 
of band signals 

D. It allows stations to communicate without giving 
away their positions  
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   Autumn is close at hand.  The 
days are cooling off and the 
nights are beautiful.  Weather 
wise, we’re coming into one of 
the nicest times of the year.  The 
blue skies and cool breezes 
make one want to get outside.   

And if that doesn’t do it, turn on 
the TV and watch a few political 
ads.  One candidate makes a 
scurrilous attack on the other and 
tells us he approves it.  Well, I 

sure feel better about that!  The 
saving grace of all this controlled 
chaos is at least it comes to an 
end on November 4th.   

Remember though, November is 
election month for us, too.  At the 
November meeting we will elect 
new officers and several board 
members.   

Now is the time to start thinking 
about who you want in these po-

sitions.  If you or someone you 
know wants one of the positions, 
be sure you show up and throw 
your hat in the ring.  Are the offi-
cers carrying out the duties of 
their office?  If not, it is time to 
consider a change.  Discuss 
your thoughts and concerns with 
other members over the next 
month and a half.  The more 
thought going into the election, 
the better it is for the club.  
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· A successful marriage requires falling in 
love many times, always with the same 
person. 

· The best vitamin for making friends is B1. 
· The 10 commandments are not multiple 

choice. 
· Wise men talk because they have some-

thing to say; fools talk because they have 
to say something. 
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Hint: 
1. They love to go to the 

“Eatin Meetings” at 
Village Inn. 

2. They attend most 
regular, TARC meet-
ings also. 

3. The little girlie on the 
right picked this little 
boy right off and you 
notice, she is happy 
about her choice. 

1. Minds are like parachutes...they function only 
when open. 

2. The man is richest whose three pleasures are 
cheapest.  (Thoreau). 

3. Don’t marry the person you want to live with, 
marry the one you cannot live without. 
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Build Your Disaster Supply Kit 
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· Water—Store one gallon of water per person per day for at least three days. 

· Food—Ready-to-eat canned meats, fruits and vegetables.  Canned juices, boxed milk, 
and soup.  Non-perishable, high-energy  foods; peanut butter, jelly, crackers, granola 
bars, trail mix.  Food for infants, elderly persons or persons on special diets. 

· Tools and Supplies—Hand-crank or battery-operated radio, flashlight, extra batteries, 
first-aid kit, mess kits, or paper cups, plates, & plastic utensils.  Emergency prepared-
ness manual.  Cash or traveler’s checks and change.  Manual can opener, utility knife, 
pliers, roll of duct tape, compass, shut-off wrench, whistle, plastic sheeting, map of 
area, matches in waterproof container, paper, and pencils. 

· Sanitation—Toilet paper, towelettes, soap, hand sanitizer, liquid detergent, feminine 
supplies, personal hygiene items, plastic garbage bags with ties, plastic bucket with 
tight lid, disinfectant, and household chlorine bleach. 

· Clothing and Bedding—Sturdy shoes or work boots and rain gear, hat, work gloves, 
sunglasses, blankets, & sleeping bags. 

· Special Items—For Babies—formula, diapers, bottles, powdered mild & medications.  
For Adults—Prescription and non-prescription medications that are regularly used, 
denture needs, contact lenses and supplies, extra eyeglasses, hearing aid batteries. 

· Copies of Records in Waterproof Portable Container—Will, insurance policies, con-
tracts, deeds, stocks, and bonds.  Passports, Social Security Cards, immunization 
records, bank account and credit card numbers, and companies’ numbers.  Inventory 
of valuable household goods, important telephone numbers.  Family records (birth, 
marriage, death certificates). 


