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Time really flies. Here it is another month gone by. The excitement for the month was the pot
luck meeting which included turkey, dressing, and lots of fixings’. All of the food was superb and the

variety was spectacular. Thanks to all who came. We knew that there are quite a few very good

cooks in the group and it showed that night. Unfortunately only 15 people showed up. Those that

didn’t show up really missed out on a good time.

Sherry (KU4Z0O) was in the hospital with some medical problems and missed the pot luck. All

of us sent our prayers for a speedy recovery.

In November we will have the voting for the club officers and the board of directors. Please
be there to cast your vote. Our elections are always exciting.

Well, I've run out of time again and have to get this to Diane. Hope to see you all at the next

meeting.

Don Spade—AD1S




Meeting Minutes for 09/23/08
The meeting was called to order, the pledge of
allegiance recited, and a moment of silence
observed.

Old Business:

1. The August 27" minutes were read and
approved as amended.

2. DTMF needs to be turned off in order for
the echo link to work per Gary (W4RBI).
Mic (KI4CFA) to be contacted.

3. Introductions were given.

4. Sherry (KU4ZO) will have Melbourne
Hamfest tickets for sale at the break.

5. After much discussion on the trailer that
was up for sale, Vern (KB4RBU) made
motion, Clara (KE4YQL) seconded, and
the majority voted to not purchase a
trailer at this time.

New Business:

1. Two towers are listed on Craig’s List if
anyone is interested in their purchase.

2. Ed (W5EDP) to get with Don (AD1S)
when he gets back regarding letter to
Parrish thanking them for their
consideration.

3. Joe Singleton (W40P2) is now a silent
key.

4. It was announced that next month
October 28" will be the pot luck dinner.
The meeting will be at 6:00 pm and we
will start eating at 6:30pm. All were
asked to bring a dish for sharing.

5. The VP (W5EDP) asked if anyone had
something for the good of the order. No
reply was given.

Ozzie gave a training update regarding
message pad and how the ARRL message
form needs to be adjusted to comply with the
ICS213 message form. Messages need to be
25 words or less. BEARS is setting up for
“email with radio” and “airmail software” is being
adapted.

Bob (K4WSJ) won the half and half.

[F[r@mm e Secretary’s Desi-Approved linutes

For those that are interested, North Brevard is
having a tailgate party on Saturday from 7-12:00
and ARRL will have a booth there.

Motion was made to adjourn by Ozzie (N4SCY),
seconded by Clara (KE4YQL), and all adjourned
to the refreshment table.

Meeting Minutes for 10/28/08
The meeting was called to order, the pledge of
allegiance recited, and a moment of silence
observed. Introductions were given.

Old Business:
1. No old business discussed.

New Business:

1. It was brought to our attention that we
needed a Nominating Committee — Jose
(KC4VIO) and Carole (KC4VIN) volun-
teered and were elected to be on the
committee.

2. Call sign, name, phone number, and
email address — send out email to ask if |
can send out their info to all members.

3. The Blessing was given and we
adjourned to partake of the Thanksgiving
feast that had been prepared.

The meeting was adjourned.
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Most members will agree the
newsletter is moving forward in
its timeliness and content. But
that does not go without a lot
of work from a few people,
Diane being the driving force.
Those of us writing articles or
“columns” certainly try to meet
the deadline. But procrastina-
tion being what it is, we

generally end up being
reminded by her. But here is
where you come in. Every
member is urged to submit
material for the newsletter.
There is no “deadline” for you.
You may have a technical hint,
a short humorous story, or
your rating for your newest
piece of equipment. Submit

jokes (clean), recipes, pic-
tures of members and club
events, and even the occa-
sional “attaboy” if someone
deserves it. Ask for help on a
project. We have a reservoir
of minds and hands eager to
help a fellow ham. This
newsletter should be OF you
and BY you to be FOR you.

G4B06 What signal source is connected to the
vertical input of a monitoring oscilloscope when
checking the quality of a transmitted signal?

1. The local oscillator of the transmitter

2. The audio input of the transmitter

3. The attenuated RF output of the transmit-
ter

4. The balanced mixer output

G3A16 Whatis a possible benefit to radio com-
munications resulting from periods of high geo-
magnetic activity?

1. Aurora that can affect VHF signals

2. Higher signal strength for HF signals
passing through polar regions

3. Improved HF long path propagation

4. Reduced long delayed echoes

G9D08 Why is a Beverage antenna generally
not used for transmitting?

1. Its impedance is too low for effective
matching

2. It has high losses compared to other
types of antennas

3. It has poor directivity

4. All these choices are correct

Answers to last month’s guestions:
E9HO1-D; E9HO04-C; E9HO7-D; E9H12-B

Gary W4RBI

will buy your clean good working unwanted

radios. They can be any make or style.
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RALPH HALL — KE4LE

LINDA FARRINGTON — KG4YFN
HOLLAND STARKEY — W4NMB
KEN TENDICK — N9EZV

ALLAN HOBRON — KC2DPP
JOE SINGLETON — W40PZ
KAY JORDAN — KE4MXF

CHARLES FROST — KE4KCT



Many years ago, an Indian
Brave, the son of the chief,
was very intelligent. His father
sent him off to college to learn

a trade.

While he was away the REA
provided the reservation with

By-and-by, the brave returned
with a degree in electrical engi-
neering. He proudly showed
his degree to his father. The
chief told his son about having
electricity and lights every-
where, but in the outside toilet.
He asked his son if he could

#3% &'

The son proceeded to do just
that.

It made the chief very happy
and the son became very
famous. Because, you see, it
was the first time in history that
anyone had ever wired ahead

electricity. put a light out in the *head'. for a reservation.
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The smallest good deed is better than the

grandest intention.

The happiness of your life depends on the

I quality of your thoughts.
o 1l 34112 y Minds are like parachutes...they function only

) - ) * i when open.
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“I never think about the future—it
comes soon enough.” Albert Einstein,
qguoted in the London Times.
“Politics is the art of making the inevita-
ble appear to be the matter of wise
human choice.” Quentin Crisp, quoted
in the London Times.

“We must take change _ by the hand or
rest assuredly, change will take us by
the throat.” Winston Churchill, quoted
in the Pekin, lll., Daily Times.

exercise.

word.

out.

lifetime.

One thing you can’t recycle is wasted time.
Ideas won’t work unless YOU do.

Don’t learn safety rules by accident.

The heaviest thing to carry is a grudge.

We lie the loudest when we lie to ourselves.
Jumping to conclusions can be a bad

One thing you can give and still keep is your
A friend walks in when everyone else walks
One who lacks the courage to start has

already finished.
The pursuit of happiness is the chase of a
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The call came in around 3 A.M. “Dwelling fire. Occu-
pant not accounted for.” Arriving on the scene, we
found a two story, turn of the century, wood house
with fire on the second floor in the front of the house.
The Incident Commander ordered two attack/search
teams into the front of the structure. He ordered me
to take a search team to the rear and begin searching
for the victim until conditions became dangerous. |
had a team of three men with me in full protective
gear with gloves on and Self Contained Breathing
Apparatus (air not oxygen). At the rear, there was a
large shed type structure with windows which had
been added to the original house many years before.
There was one door at ground level. The search
would start there. We had forcible entry tools, but |
tried the door and it was unlocked. As | pushed the
door, it hung on something heavy at the bottom. |
could barely get my arm through. Even with my
gloves on, | knew what | was feeling — the protruding
stomach of the victim. | yelled, “I've got him!” (Now
the action ramps up. A firefighter tells the I.C. we

found the victim. The I.C. orders the Paramedics
with all their gear to the rear and changes his posi-
tion to the rear of the building. The Sheriff’'s
Deputies head back because it may be a crime
scene. And of course the TV crew isn’t going to
miss it. (All of this happened in less than the two
minutes it took us to effect a rescue.) We pushed
the door in carefully to avoid further injury to the
victim. | stepped over him and reached down to
move him away from the door. Trash bags!!! What
felt like a potbelly with gloves on, was a stuffed
trash bag. Now imagine yourself walking out that
door saying — it was only a trash bag. The good
news is that during all of this, a relative from down
the street reported the owner was out of town visit-
ing family. And while there was fire, smoke, and
water damage, the house could be repaired. The
cause was old electrical wiring. The effects of the
incident lasted a bit longer for me. If | was around
the station when trash bags were taken out, | would
be asked if | wanted to “rescue” them.
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Well, around this time of year, we are all reminded to
consider our many blessings. And we all think about the
obvious — our spouse, family, good friends, health, a
comfortable life. Some would say these are things we take
for granted in day to day living. | say that is bunkum.

While we may not meditate on a daily basis, and run a
mental inventory, an awareness of sorts stays with us. We
may not be conscious of it, but it is there. If you see a friend
in the store and chat for a few minutes, don’t you feel
“good?” You pour a cup of coffee; take it to YOUR chair,
kick up your feet, and read YOUR paper. Isn't life
wonderful?
We live our blessings. We all need to increase our
understanding and acceptance of them. But most of all we
should give “THANKS".



